“Meal s That Matter” Shines a Light on the Power of Food and Care
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Spring in Phoenix brings a wave of storytelling to the big screen, but one local documentary is offering a quieter, more intimate perspective - one
that centers on compassion, connection and the often-overlooked role of food during life’s most difficult moments.

“Meals That Matter,” a 21-minute documentary and Official Selection of the 2026 Phoenix Film Festival, is a collaboration between The Joy Bus
and award-winning filmmaker Stjepan Alaupovic. The film offers a look at what it means to receive care in the form of nourishment while
navigating cancer, capturing the lived experiences of individuals who open their doors to the organization behind the meals.

The documentary follows The Joy Bus, a Phoenix-based nonprofit dedicated to delivering free, medically tailored meals to individuals
undergoing cancer treatment. Told through the voices of clients themselves, the film reflects on the realities of receiving support when energy is
limited, time feels compressed and uncertainty is part of everyday life. “Nonprofits don't just need visibility, they need clarity,” said Alaupovic.
“This film was created to honor dignity and build long-term trust through intentional storytelling.”

“Meals That Matter” leans into the subtle but meaningful ways care shows up. Through understated visuals and honest commentary, the film
highlights how small, thoughtful gestures can shift the tone of an entire day. It's a story not just about nourishment, but about being seen,
supported and remembered during a time when those things matter most. The documentary will screen as part of the Arizona Shorts C category
at the Phoenix Film Festival, taking place April 9-19 at Harkins Scottsdale 101. Audiences will have the opportunity to view the film on April
11, 14 and 18, with screening times to be announced.

Beyond the screen, the impact of The Joy Bus continues to grow. As the only organization of its kind in Arizona providing free, medically tailored
meals specifically for individuals facing cancer, the nonprofit delivered more than 27,000 meals in 2025 alone - a 181 percent increase year over
year. More than half of referrals began receiving services within the same month, a testament to both the urgency of the need and the
organization’s ability to respond quickly.

“This film is about honoring the individuals who trusted us with their stories,” Founder Jennifer Caraway said. “It shows what care can look like
outside the hospital and reminds us that food is not just sustenance. It is connection.”

Directed and produced by Alaupovic of Clear Online Video, “Meals That Matter” was created as part of a broader storytelling initiative to
support The Joy Bus’ long-term fundraising and community outreach efforts. Rooted in more than a decade of work at the intersection of
nutrition and care, the film also underscores the growing Food Is Medicine movement, positioning it as both a moving piece of storytelling and a
meaningful tool for impact in the year ahead. Learn more at The Joy Bus.
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