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Wednesday night, we were fortunate enough to be invited to Cirque Du Soleil: Dralion and it definitely was an unforgettable
experience. With this show as one of the most anticipated events of the year, here's what to expect from the show, without giving too
much away. 

One thing that you learn from going to a Cirque show is that you are going to be amazed no matter which show you attend. Cirque Du Soleil is a
global phenomenon that can be seen all across the world. The company illustrates this through its employees and artists, which represent more
than 50 nationalities and 25 different languages.

Dralion, a combination of the dragon and lion references the influence of Eastern and Western culture. The story of Dralion, uses "inspiration
from Eastern philosophy and it's never ending quest for harmony between humans and nature."  

The evening is opened by a humorous statement from characters that make an appearance off and on throughout the night. They're unexpected
and unusual, and at times communicate through sparse movement and action along with sounds of gibberish. Each Cirque show has these
memorable characters, and once you see them, you'll know exactly who they are. 

Dralion is comprised of several different acts that feature sheer artistry that are jaw-dropping and mind boggling for audiences, while appearing
easy, and at times effortless. The fact that the defying acts are done so gracefully is a true testament to the strength and skill that each
performer possess. At times, their work is so amazing that instead of an expected applause, the crowd is brought to silence in such disbelief. 

 

As each act is completed, showmanship and skill are raised to new levels, as if they're trying to top one another. And as a result, we're drawn
more into this strangely entertaining place. 

 Stunning costumes dipped subtly in naturalistic colors of bright reds, greens, and blues symbolizes parts of imaginative story-telling that Cirque
Du Soleil has become infamous for. Though the show is over two-hours, it moves very quickly from one act to another and features an
intermission that's surprisingly used more as a time where everyone discusses their favorite moments of the show than a bathroom or snack
break. 

 The thing that makes Cirque Du Soleil so amazing is the transformative nature it represents. From the divinely mystical singing and live
instrumentation, to the stage layouts and that are suitable for acts that appear physically impossible. We're welcomed into a world of beautiful
aesthetics that we've never seen, and never want to leave by the end of the show.

For additional information and to purchase last-minute tickets, visit: http://www.ticketmaster.com. The show runs through the weekend, and on
Sunday features two performances; 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Tickets range from $45 to $150 depending on seating at US Airways Center.
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