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AZFoothills.com is proud to announce Lerner & Rowe Gives Back as the winner of the second-annual Nonprofit of the Year competition. Nearly 250 Valley organizations vied for the winning title and a sponsorship package from Arizona Foothills Magazine. Here, get to know the nonprofit that, simply stated, aims to pay it forward within the community.

“Redirect our youth, comfort those in pain and give hope to those who need it”: this is the vision statement behind the nonprofit, Lerner & Rowe
Gives Back. The foundation has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for notable organizations, including the Boys and Girls Club of Greater
Scottsdale, Special Olympics, #LovePup and Habitat for Humanity, as well as supplying tens of thousands to smaller, underserved charities
throughout Arizona. Started by the Valley’s own attorney, Kevin Rowe, of the award-winning Lerner & Rowe, the primary goal of Gives Back is,
purely, to help others and pay it forward.

Philanthropy is the foundation of Rowe’s personal philosophy: “There is no reason any child should go without.” Rowe shares that the idea
behind the foundation started years ago when he and his daughter would go out and help others in the community. “I began the foundation as a
means to show my daughter the importance of giving back, as well as offering those in need a helping hand and kind word. We've been
blessed, and I believe it's important to pay forward that goodwill by assisting others,” Rowe says. "Through the help and support of fellow
community members, organizations and my entire team and family—the number of lives we've been able to positively impact is amazing.
Together, we can do more to help reduce the desperate need found locally and throughout our state.” 

You can feel the passion that Rowe brings to giving back in both his actions and words. “I can’t live in a community where there is such need
and not do something about it.” He started out focusing solely on the youth in our state. “I wanted to try and break down some of the obstacles
that youth and their families face, such as a lack of daily essential items like school supplies, food and water, medical care, clothing and
housing.” From there, it became apparent to Rowe that there were so many other groups and individuals that also needed assistance.          

As a successful attorney in Arizona, Rowe believes this is just an extension of his work. “In my professional life I provide compassionate
assistance and empathy. The charitable work done through Gives Back is just another way to help others during their time of need.” 

Growth and recognition have also brought growing requests for help, as the team receives multiple requests for assistance almost daily. “We do
what we can to support them through donations, volunteer workers or promotion. We'll also reach out to others and ask them to join us in giving
back so that more can be done. This way, we are able to make a difference for as many people as possible.” One key feature of the foundation
is that money raised through donations and fundraising efforts is given back to organizations throughout the state of Arizona.

Each spring, the foundation hosts its biggest fundraiser of the year; the Lerner & Rowe Gives Back Annual Charity Golf Classic raised $283,000
in 2018. In the past five years, this event has raised more than $850,000. All of the proceeds raised from the golf classic are given back to
directly support local charitable groups and organizations in Arizona. “This is such a fun event. Every year we raise more money, and every
year the community’s love and support overwhelm me. We are already planning and excited for next May.” (Stay tuned to AZFoothills.com for
more information on the 2019 golf event.) 

Lerner & Rowe Gives Back foundation welcomes donations and encourages involvement in any of the upcoming drives and events throughout
the state. “I couldn’t do this alone. None of this would be possible without my family, the entire Lerner & Rowe family, the community and the
volunteers and supporters who dedicate so much time and resources. All we’re trying to do is make a difference in our community, and we
encourage others to join us in doing the same.”  
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Second-Place: Healing Hearts Animal Rescue and Refuge

One of the largest farm rescues, Healing Hearts is dedicated to the rescue and rehabilitation of abused and neglected animals, specifically
horses. Since 2005, the organization has provided these horses, pigs, goats, sheep, cows and more with care and compassion at its Rescue
Ranch in Cave Creek. Although it is a refuge where animals may live out their natural lives, if at all possible, Healing Hearts tries to find them a
new forever home. What’s more, Healing Hearts also provides a one-of-a-kind reading program to locals: Books in the Barn. The mutually
beneficial program is designed for pre-K to school-aged children to practice, strengthen and utilize their literacy skills in front of a rescued
equine. Books in the Barn encourages the joy of reading, without fear or judgement. 

Third-Place: Lost Dogs Arizona 

Lost Dogs Arizona is a small, all-volunteer nonprofit dedicated to getting Arizona's lost dogs back home to their families. In addition to providing
support, expertise and resources to help owners find their lost family member free of charge, the organization supports local shelters to get dogs
in their care back to their owners. The organization has even partnered with HelpingLostPets.com, which provides Lost Dogs Arizona with an
online lost/found pet-reporting form, printable flyers in multiple formats and multiple languages, e-mailed alerts and a searchable map-based
database to make the process of finding a lost pet a little easier on the owner. Since its start in 2013, Lost Dogs Arizona has reported more than
16,000 happy reunions.

–Melissa Larsen
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